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Restricted Agricultural Remedies and 
the Pest Control Operator Licence 

Paula Bester and Paul Hardman 
Citrus Growers’ Association (CGA) 

The CGA/CRI previously published a Cutting Edge 

regarding the Pest Control Operator Regulations 

(No. 410 of February 2025) as an introductory 

message to the industry. Cutting Edge No. 410 

aimed to communicate the relatively new 

development in South Africa, specifically outlining 

which agricultural remedies registered for use on 

citrus trees or in citrus orchards (i.e. herbicides) are 

now restricted.  

Summary of the current state of play: 

• The Pest Control Operator Regulations
were published in 2011 and require that
buyers and end-users of restricted
agricultural remedies have a Pest Control
Operator licence in the field of agriculture
and forestry, or be directly supervised by a
registered PCO.

• Restricted agricultural remedies (classified
as highly hazardous pesticides) were only
defined in 2023 and a provisional list of
these remedies became available in
December 2024. An agricultural remedy is
restricted based on its final product
formulation, meaning all registered
products with the same active substance
are not necessarily restricted.

• Individuals with an appropriate degree or
diploma in agriculture may immediately
apply for a PCO licence at the Act 36
offices. The application process is outlined
in the Pest Control Application Form as
previously circulated by Crop Life SA (see
at the bottom of the Cutting Edge).

• Those without the required credentials
must first complete a short course in the
relevant PCO field, followed by at least 6
months of supervised training in the use of
restricted remedies.

Challenges arising from these developments: 

• The cost to obtain one PCO licence is
between R9 496.00 and R12 380.00, if
short-course and supervised training is
required prior to the application. If you can
immediately apply for a licence, having the
required credentials, the cost is
approximately R3 700.00 per licence.

• The currently available credit-bearing PCO
short courses in the field of agriculture and
forestry are likely to remain the only
available options in the next 18 months.

• Based on the current wording of the
Regulations, multiple PCO licences might
be required per farm, leading to significant
financial strain at farm level.

• The required 6 months supervised training
under a registered PCO on farm level post
short course completion is impractical.

• Some restricted agricultural remedies may
not have suitable registered alternatives
for certain crops in South Africa,
considering factors such as efficacy, pre-
harvest intervals, and maximum residue
limits in export market destinations.
Without a PCO licence, growers may not
currently have access to these remedies.

Recent developments regarding the PCO 

requirement: 

• After several engagements with the
Registrar’s Office, it became apparent that
the Registrar may be open for proposals
from grower associations on making the
regulations more feasible - taking into
account the small and large scale
enterprises and the reality that many
growers and agri-workers in South Africa
will not have the necessary credentials to
immediately apply for a PCO licence.

• Following extensive discussions among
various grower associations and thorough
review of the Regulations, a collective
decision was made to request that the
Registrar consider a phase-in period for
compliance. While the industry supports
the law, stakeholders emphasized that it
should be practical and recognize existing
farm-level compliance measures (e.g.,
audits ensuring correct storage, usage,
and training of agricultural remedy end-
users).

A list of the restricted agricultural remedies 

registered for use on citrus or in citrus orchards are 

shown in Annex 1.  

Growers are encouraged to consider using 

non-restricted agricultural remedies where 

feasible. If only non-restricted agricultural 

remedies are used then the requirement for a PCO 

licence is entirely avoided. 

Under the current regulations, if the use of 

restricted agricultural remedies is unavoidable, 
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growers should consider obtaining a PCO licence 

in the field of agriculture and forestry to 

continuously purchase the remedies. If a suitably 

qualified person is associated with your enterprise, 

they may immediately apply for a licence. If not, 

there are short-course training options available. 

It is worth highlighting that  the Department of 

Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 

Development (DALRRD) is committed to 

phasing out highly hazardous pesticides 

(including the restricted agricultural 

remedies) by 2035 where safer alternatives are 

available.
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Beperkte landbou-chemiese produkte 

en die plaagbeheer-operateurlisensie 

 

Paula Bester en Paul Hardman 

Citrus Growers’ Association of Southern Africa 

(CGA) 

Die CGA/CRI het voorheen 'n Snykant publiseer 
oor die Plaagbeheeroperateurregulasies (Nr. 410 
van Februarie 2025) as 'n inleidende boodskap aan 
die bedryf. Snykant No. 410 het gepoog om die 
relatief nuwe ontwikkeling in Suid-Afrika te 
kommunikeer, spesifiek deur uit te lig watter 
landbou-chemiesemiddels wat vir gebruik op 
sitrusbome of in sitrusboorde geregistreer is nou 
beperk is. 

Opsomming van die huidige stand van sake: 

• Die Plaagbeheeroperateurregulasies is in 
2011 gepubliseer en vereis dat kopers en 
eindgebruikers van beperkte 
landboumiddels 'n Plaagbeheeroperateur-
lisensie in die veld van landbou en bosbou 
moet hê, of direk onder toesig van 'n 
geregistreerde PCO moet wees. 

• Beperkte landboumiddels (geklassifiseer 
as hoogs gevaarlike middels) is eers in 
2023 gedefinieer, en 'n voorlopige lys van 
hierdie middels is in Desember 2024 
beskikbaar gestel. 'n Landboumiddel word 
beperk op grond van sy finale 
produkformulering, wat beteken dat alle 
geregistreerde produkte met dieselfde 
aktiewe-bestanddeel nie noodwendig 
beperk is nie. 

• Individue met 'n toepaslike graad of 
diploma in landbou kan onmiddellik 
aansoek doen vir 'n PCO-lisensie by die 
Wet 36-kantore. Die aansoekproses word 
uiteengesit in die Plaagbeheer 
Aansoekvorm soos voorheen 
gekommunikeer deur Crop Life SA (sien 
aan die onderkant van hierdie Snykant). 

• Diegene sonder die nodige kwalifikasies 
moet eers 'n kortkursus in die relevante 
PCO-veld voltooi, gevolg deur minstens 6 
maande se  ervaring in die gebruik van 
beperkte middels onder die toesig van ‘n 
PCO. 

Uitdagings voortspruitend uit hierdie 
ontwikkelings: 

• Die koste om een PCO-lisensie te bekom, 
is ongeveer R9 496.00 tot R12 380.00, 

indien kortkursus opleiding voor die 
aansoek vereis word. Indien die individu 
reeds die nodige kwalifikasies het en 
onmiddelik aansoek kan doen vir ‘n PCO-
lisensie, is die koste ongeveer R3 700.00 
per lisensie.  

• Die vereiste van 6 maande opleiding onder 
'n geregistreerde PCO op plaasvlak ná 
voltooiing van die kortkursus is onprakties. 

• Die tans beskikbare kredietdraende PCO-
kortkursusse in landbou en bosbou sal 
waarskynlik vir die volgende 18 maande 
die enigste opsies bly. 

• Op grond van die huidige bewoording van 
die PCO-regulasies, mag daar dalk baie 
PCO-lisensies per plaas nodig wees wat 
aansienlike finansiële druk op plase gaan 
sit.  

• Sommige beperkte landboumiddels het 
moontlik nie geskikte geregistreerde 
alternatiewe vir sekere gewasse in Suid-
Afrika nie, met inagneming van faktore 
soos doeltreffendheid, voor-oes-intervalle 
en maksimum residu-beperkings in 
uitvoermarkte. Sonder 'n PCO-lisensie 
mag produsente tans nie toegang tot 
hierdie middels hê nie. 

Onlangse ontwikkelings rakende die PCO-
vereiste: 

• Na verskeie besprekings met die 
Registrateur se kantoor het dit duidelik 
geword dat die Registrateur moontlik oop 
is vir voorstelle van produsenteverenigings 
om die regulasies meer uitvoerbaar te 
maak – met inagneming van kleinskaalse 
en grootskaalse ondernemings en die 
realiteit dat baie produsente en 
landbouwerkers in Suid-Afrika nie die 
nodige kwalifikasies het om onmiddellik vir 
'n PCO-lisensie aansoek te doen nie. 

• Na uitgebreide besprekings tussen 
verskeie produsenteverenigings en 'n 
deeglike hersiening van die regulasies, is 
'n gesamentlike besluit geneem om die 
Registrateur te versoek om 'n geleidelike 
infaseringstydperk vir voldoening te 
oorweeg. Terwyl die bedryf die wet 
ondersteun, het belanghebbendes 
beklemtoon dat dit prakties moet wees en 
bestaande nakomingsmaatreëls op 
plaasvlak moet erken (bv. oudits om 
korrekte berging, gebruik en opleiding van 
landboumiddel-eindgebruikers te 
verseker). 
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'n Lys van die beperkte landboumiddels wat vir 
gebruik op sitrus of in sitrusboorde geregistreer is, 
word in Bylae 1 getoon. 

Produsente word aangemoedig om, waar 
moontlik, nie-beperkte landboumiddels te 
gebruik. As slegs nie-beperkte landboumiddels 
gebruik word, word die vereiste vir 'n PCO-
lisensie heeltemal vermy. 

Onder die huidige regulasies, indien die gebruik 
van beperkte landboumiddels onvermydelik is, 
behoort produsente te oorweeg om 'n PCO-lisensie 
in die veld van landbou en bosbou te bekom om 
deurlopend toegang tot die middels te hê. Indien 'n 
geskikte gekwalifiseerde persoon aan u 
onderneming gekoppel is, kan hulle onmiddellik 
aansoek doen vir 'n lisensie. Indien nie, is daar 
kortkursus-opleidingsopsies beskikbaar. 

Dit is die moeite werd om te beklemtoon dat die 
Departement van Landbou, Grondhervorming 
en Landelike Ontwikkeling (DALRRD) daartoe 
verbind is om hoogs gevaarlike landbou-
chemiese middels (insluitend die beperkte 
landboumiddels) teen 2035 uit te faseer, waar 
veiliger alternatiewe beskikbaar is. 
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Annex 1/ Bylae 1 
 
Summary of the Restricted Agricultural Remedies Registered for Use on Citrus Trees or in Citrus Orchards.  
 
DISCLAIMER: This list is based on information shared willingly with Crop Life SA by the product registration 
holders and may not be an exhaustive list of all restricted agricultural remedies registered in South Africa on 
citrus trees or in citrus orchards. Stakeholders are encouraged to ask their agricultural chemistry supplier which 
products are now classified as restricted agricultural remedies and if there are registered, non-restricted 
alternative options.  

Opsomming van die Beperkte Landboumiddels Geregistreer vir Gebruik op Sitrusbome of in Sitrusboorde. 

VRYWARING: Hierdie lys is gebaseer op inligting wat vrywillig met Crop Life SA gedeel is deur die 
registrasiehouers en mag dalk nie 'n volledige lys van alle beperkte landboumiddels wees wat in Suid-Afrika 
op sitrusbome of in sitrusboorde geregistreer is nie. Belanghebbendes word aangemoedig om by hul landbou-
chemiese verskaffer navraag te doen oor watter produkte nou as beperkte landboumiddels geklassifiseer is 
en watter nie-beperkte geregisreerde plaasvervangers beskikbaar is.  

 

Product trade 

name/Produkna

am 

Active 

substance/ 

Aktiewe 

bestanddeel 

Product trade 

name/Produkna

am 

Product 

registration 

number/ 

Produk-

registrasie

nommer 

Are there suitable, non-

restricted alternatives 

registered? 

Agrimec Gold  Abamectin Agrimec Gold  L9235 

There are twelve alternative 

abamectin registrations on 

citrus. 

Azinphos 200 SC Azinphos-methyl Azinphos 200 SC L5588 

There are no alternative 

azinphos-methyl-containing 

registrations for use on citrus. 

Growers are encouraged to use 

alternative active substance 

registrations. 

Rugby 10G Cadusafos Rugby 10G L4110 

There is one alternative 

cadusafos registration on 

citrus. 

Soccer 100 EW Cadusafos Soccer 100 EW L9122 

There is one alternative 

cadusafos registration on 

citrus. 

Hunter 24 SC Chlorfenapyr Hunter 24 SC L8307 

There are three alternative 

chlorfenapyr registrations on 

citrus. 

Devipan 100 Dichlorvos Devipan 100 L4669 

There are no alternative 

dichlorvos registrations on 

citrus. This does not apply to 

Dichlorvos in Vapona Strips 

used for fruit fly monitoring. 

Procap 15 GR Ethoprophos Procap 15 GR L9118  

There is one alternative 

ethoprophos registration on 

citrus. 
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Atador Fenamiphos Atador L7167 

There are two alternative 

fenamiphos registrations on 

citrus. 

FarmAg 

Fenamiphos 400 

EC 

Fenamiphos 

FarmAg 

Fenamiphos 400 

EC 

L10720 

There are two alternative 

fenamiphos registrations on 

citrus. 

Fenamiphos 400 

EC 
Fenamiphos 

Fenamiphos 400 

EC 
L7647 

There are two alternative 

fenamiphos registrations on 

citrus. 

Bonfire 400 EC Fenamiphos Bonfire 400 EC L7646 

There are two alternative 

fenamiphos registrations on 

citrus. 

Nemacur 400 EC Fenamiphos Nemacur 400 EC L0367  

There are two alternative 

fenamiphos registrations on 

citrus. 

MiTADOR Fenbutatin oxide MiTADOR L6953 

There is one alternative 

fenbutatin-oxide registration on 

citrus. 

Roper 550 SC Fenbutatin oxide Roper 550 SC L9049  

There is one alternative 

fenbutatin-oxide registration on 

citrus. 

Crystal 550 SC Fenbutatin oxide Crystal 550 SC L9050  

There is one alternative 

fenbutatin-oxide registration on 

citrus. 

Acathrin EC Fenpropathrin  Acathrin EC L7629 

There is one non-restricted 

fenpropathrin registration on 

citrus. 

Dicarzol Formetanate  Dicarzol L8082 

There are no alternative 

formetanate registrations on 

citrus. Growers are encouraged 

to use alternative active 

substance registrations. 

Methastem 585 

SL 
Methamidophos 

Methastem 585 

SL 
L6639 

There are no alternative 

methamidophos registrations 

on citrus. Growers are 

encouraged to use alternative 

active substance registrations. 

Bitrad 

Methamidophos 
Methamidophos 

Bitrad 

Methamidophos 
L7015 

There are no alternative 

methamidophos registrations 

on citrus. Growers are 

encouraged to use alternative 

active substance registrations. 

Arythion 420 EC Methidathion Arythion 420 EC L9388 

There are no alternative 

methidathion registrations on 

citrus. Growers are 

encouraged to use alternative 

active substance registrations. 

Methidathion 420 

EC 
Methidathion 

Methidathion 420 

EC 
L7584  

There are no alternative 

methidathion registrations on 

citrus. Growers are 
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encouraged to use alternative 

active substance registrations. 

Methomex 900 

SP 
Methomyl 

Methomex 900 

SP 
L5254 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Methomex 200 

SL 
Methomyl 

Methomex 200 

SL 
L5253 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Mylomex 200 SL Methomyl Mylomex 200 SL L4367 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Mylomex 900 SP Methomyl Mylomex 900 SP L4783 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Spitfire 900 SP Methomyl Spitfire 900 SP L8197 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

FarmAg 

Methomyl 90 SP 
Methomyl 

FarmAg 

Methomyl 90 SP 
L3436 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Methomyl 200 SL Methomyl Methomyl 200 SL L7100  

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Masta 900 SP  Methomyl Masta 900 SP  L9449 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Methomyl 90 SP Methomyl Methomyl 90 SP L7189 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Methomate 200 

SL 
Methomyl 

Methomate 200 

SL 
L8123 

There are two alternative 

methomyl registrations on 

citrus.  

Phosdrin 500 SL Mevinphos Phosdrin 500 SL L4995  

There are no alternative 

mevinphos registrations on 

citrus. Growers are 

encouraged to use alternative 

active substance registrations. 

Folimat 800 SL  Omethoate Folimat 800 SL  L2316 

There are no alternative 

omethoate registrations on 

citrus. Growers are 

encouraged to use alternative 

active substance registrations. 

Agriquat 200 SL Paraquat Agriquat 200 SL L6297 

There are seven alternative 

paraquat registrations on 

weeds. 

Agroquat 200 SL Paraquat Agroquat 200 SL L4871 

There are seven alternative 

paraquat registrations on 

weeds. 

Chesa 200 SL Paraquat Chesa 200 SL L11048 

There are seven alternative 

paraquat registrations on 

weeds. 
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Paragone 200 SL Paraquat Paragone 200 SL L4588 

There are seven alternative 

paraquat registrations on 

weeds. 

Sharda Paraquat 

200 SL 
Paraquat 

Sharda Paraquat 

200 SL 
L9432 

There are seven alternative 

paraquat registrations on 

weeds. 

Paraquat 200 SL  Paraquat Paraquat 200 SL  L2215 

There are seven alternative 

paraquat registrations on 

weeds. 

Parathion 500 

EC 
Parathion 

Parathion 500 

EC 
L4297  

There are no alternative 

parathion registrations on 

citrus. Growers are 

encouraged to use alternative 

active substance registrations. 

Tokuthion 960 

EC 
Prothiofos 

Tokuthion 960 

EC 
L0924 

There are no alternative 

prothiofos registrations on 

citrus. Growers are 

encouraged to use alternative 

active substance registrations. 

Terfos 15 G  Terbufos Terfos 15 G  L7582 

There are no alternative 

terbufos registrations on citrus. 

Growers are encouraged to 

use alternative active 

substance registrations. 

Counter FC 15G Terbufos Counter FC 15G L5571  

There are no alternative 

terbufos registrations on citrus. 

Growers are encouraged to 

use alternative active 

substance registrations. 

Terbufos 15 GR Terbufos Terbufos 15 GR L7186 

There are no alternative 

terbufos registrations on citrus. 

Growers are encouraged to 

use alternative active 

substance registrations. 

 
 



Disclaimer: This document serves as an example to offer clarity on the pest control application process. It is
intended for informational purposes only and should not be considered a comprehensive guide. Croplife 
South Africa and DALRRD cannot be held liable should applications be rejected. The approval and rejection
of applications remains the discretion of the Registrar.

Application forms must be completed in full, with all information presented clearly and legibly. It is essential
that all details provided is accurate and verifiable. Inaccurate or misleading information may result in the 
rejection of the application. 









John Johnson

4339

Durban KwaZulu-Natal 4339

031 311 xxxx 083 xxx xxxx

John@gmail.com
01.01.1989 890101 xxxx xxx

x

Top Hill Farm, Hill road, oThongathi

Durban KwaZulu-Natal 4339

031 311 xxxx Tophill@gmail.comN/A

N/A

171 Tulip road, oThongathi

Same as above - postal address

Top Hill Farm, Mr Tom Hill



x

University / Technicon

Certificate NQF 4

BSc. EntomologyDegree

A person without a degree or diploma must first gain practical experience under the supervision of a 
registered PCO in the same field of registration. 

Joe Brown

Agriculture and Forestry 

01 Jan 2025 - 30 June 2025

Certified copies of original supporting documents, such as degrees, diplomas, course certificates, identification 
documents and any other relevant paperwork must be provided. Submit the original certified documents, not a 
photocopy of the certified version.

2013

Note: A person without a degree or diploma must first complete an accredited course to earn a       
national certificate in pest control 

Training Centre 2024

Agriculture and Forestry



13.02.2025 J. Johnson 031 311 xxxx



Johnson

890101 xxxx xxx 4339

171 Tulip road, oThongathi

KwaZulu-Natal

Joe Brown

570101 xx xx xxx
xxxx

01 Jan 2025 - 30 June 2025

John

x



Product name (Lxxxx) 

with the active ingredient halosulfuron 750g/kg 

Prior experience can be documented below or on a sworn affidavit detailing the types of agricultural remedies used, 
the personal protective equipment worn, experience with the mixing of remedies, different equipment used, 
the crops treated, the target pests treated, the precautions taken as outlined on the product label, etc.

Post emergence herbicide 

for the control of nutsedge 

in sugarcane fields

Applied in 50g of Product 

name in 200 litres water/ha

Application was done with 

a knapsack

Note: Provide a comprehensive list of all agricultural remedies, including those that are restricted remedies. 

Do not include remedies that have been banned, even if they were used prior to the ban.







A medical report template is attached to the application form and must be completed by a registered medical practitioner 
or occupational practitioner with a HPCSA practice number.





The current prescribed application fee is R 2 986.00 (up until 1 April 2025).This fee increases annually on 1 April.




